Docket No.: APPL P2821COA 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action mailed March 9, 2006, claims 1 and 6-8 were rejected under 
35 USC 102(e), as being unpatentable over Ludtke (US 6,237,049). Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. Specifically, the claimed limitation of providing first 
and second configuration ROM images inside a local node, where the first configuration 
ROM is set to "active" and the second configuration ROM is set to "update" is not 
anticipated by Ludtke. While the Examiner points to Ludtke at col. 10, lines 24-33 as 
disclosing this limitation in the upper 16 bits of address space and the remaining 48 bits 
of address space, Applicant directs Examiner's attention to Ludtke at Col. 10, lines 24- 
33, which reads: 

One embodiment of configuration ROM 302 is a 64 bit memory space 
that is divided into two different subsections. One subsection contains 
the upper 16 bits of address space that are used for storing the 
identification (ID) of a node, which includes its physical identification 
(phylD) 304. The other subsection within configuration ROM 302 
contains the remaining 48 bits of address space that are used for storing 
other configuration ROM data structures 306 pertaining to the specific 
node, e.g., its Global Unique Identification (GUID) value. In this manner, 
an IEEE 1394 serial bus network of the present invention is a memory 
mapped bus network. It should be appreciated that a proxy data 
structure 330 is typically stored within the 48 bits of address space 
along with the other data structures 306 of configuration ROM 302, in 
accordance with the present invention. 

Firstly, a PhylD is not a configuration ROM. All a PhylD does is identify a 
physical layer (PHY) of a device. If Examiner wishes to maintain that a PhylD is a 
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configuration ROM, Applicant respectfully requests evidence supporting such an 

assertion. Secondly, while configuration ROMs are stored in the remaining 48 bits of 

configuration ROM 302, there is no showing in Ludtke that any configuration ROMS 

are set to active, which is another limitation of independent claims 1 and 8. No part of 

this cited portion of Ludtke, or any other, teaches or suggests the claimed limitation of 

defining configuration ROMs on a device as being either active or update. The whole 

purpose of doing so is to publish the active configuration ROM rather than the update 

configuration ROM, which is only described in the present application. 

For the reasons stated above, Applicant requests the Examiner to lift all rejections 

of the pending claims and place the present application in condition for allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SIERRA PATENT GROUP, LTD. 

/john w. crosby/ 

Date: September 11, 2006 

John W. Crosby 
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